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“Forward into the Past”
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club.
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter.
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that
Member.
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved for
Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles behind
the Clubhouse.
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EDITORIAL
Cars in the park has come and gone and was a rousing success. We have several
members of the committee that are now taking a very needed rest. It is incredible
just how much manpower it takes to pull off the event. Thank you to all that helped –
no matter how small the contribution.
All those that put their cars and bikes on display – thank you. Our club display was
jam packed and incredible.
I have written an article on the day and included a gallery of photos taken on the day.
The July bonnets up is hobbies day. Here is your chance to show off your collection
/ talents and show off just how diverse we all are.

Gillian

Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net

ON THE COVER
Avril Leahy’s 1971 Citroen 2CV that was in display at Cars in the Park 2016

INDEMNIFICATION
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to
Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC
Clubhouse bar and main hall.

SAVVA collector’s vehicle insurance scheme (please note contact name
changes, It is no longer Madeleine Wiese or Yolande Erasmus.)
For Full comprehensive cover
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst or Yolande Vermeulen at FNB Insurance Brokers
Phone Fax E-mail-

087 736 2222
011 699 0783
YVermeulen@fnb.co.za
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MEMBERSHIP
Subscriptions 2015/2016 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July).
Full Member
Full member plus spouse/partner
Country Member
Country Member plus spouse/partner
Associate Member*
Associate Member plus spouse/partner

R240 including SAVVA fee
R300 including SAVVA fees
R220 including SAVVA fee
R270 including SAVVA fees
R130 excluding SAVVA fee
R175 excluding SAVVA fees

* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion.
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life.
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage *
R45 + R20 SAVVA fees
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail *
R20 SAVVA fees
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) * R45 + R40 SAVVA fees
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *
Free.
* Awarded at Committee discretion.
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership.
A charge of R120 will be levied for posted newsletters.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Banking Details: Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:Bank – Nedbank:
Branch - Hayfields:Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.
REGALIA:The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC logo,
available for sale at R45 each. See the ‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements.
VISITORS: Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your guests
are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership status, and
entitles them to make purchases from the bar.

CLUB TIMETABLE
Every Friday night: ‘Klink’
June 3rd. 17th. 24th. July 1st. 15th. 22nd. 29th.
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy
at the Club..
Second Saturday of every month: ‘Bonnets Up’ /Club Open Day:
From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of either
boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for purchase.
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.
The Library and Spares Department will also be open.
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PAST EVENTS
May 2016
Saturday 14th May 2016: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. Cancelled due to
‘Cars InThe Park’ the next day
Sunday 15th May 2016.: VSCC Cars in the Park – Ashburton training
centre

COMING VSCC AND OTHER CLUB EVENTS

RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events ITALIC - Depicts other Events

June 2016
Saturday 11th June 2016: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. No theme

July 2016
Saturday 9th July 2016: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. Hobbies day and
boot sale

Bonnets up Events 2015
JANUARY
EUROPEAN CARS
FEBRUARY
AMERICAN CARS
MARCH
SPORTS CARS
APRIL
NO THEME
MAY
NO THEME
JUNE
NO THEME
JULY
HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE
AUGUST
AGM / NO THEME
SEPTEMBER
MOTORCYCLES
OCTOBER
ITALIAN CARS
NOVEMBER
FORD DAY
DECEMBER
NO THEME
Please note that all cars/bikes are welcome regardless of the theme
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Members
We welcome three new members: Brian Basset and Alwyn Viljoen from
Pietermaritzburg and Robin Bliss from Durban.

Condolences
It is with sadness that we report that Ivan Stratford passed away in April. We wish
his family and friends our condolences.

Spares Department
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified.

Hire of Club Hall
Members wishing to hire the club hall are requested to please fill in and submit the
requisite form. Copies of the form are available at the Klink.

Club Members Name Badges
If you previously placed an order, please collect your badge from the barman at the
Klink.
The latest order has not yet been received from the supplier.
We will be placing another order soon. If you do not have a badge, please contact
Ron Richmond on one of the following channels or leave your name with the barman
at the Klink.
Landline: 033 330 2563
Cell: 082 859 6376
Email: ron.ruth@telkomsa.net
Please specify whether you would prefer a magnetic or pin attachment.
Members are requested to wear their name badges at club events.

Vehicles for hire
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such
occasions.
Mike Westray
Saxon Murray.

072 244 4272

mikewestray@gmail.com

Museum
We are looking for items for the club museum. If you have anything to donate to the
museum please could you contact Junior Fouche on 076 095 0449.
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE
ASSOCIATION

SAVVA Technical 108 – Ford Model T Safety Device
What you see in this picture is not a toy aeroplane for a one year old, it is in fact a very
important safety gadget for use with the Model T. Let me explain.

A few years ago while nervously backing my T in our driveway – heavy concentration
as I was looking behind me and my T was not yet fitted with my home-made reverse
pedal extender – she suddenly started running forward and knocked a garage roll-up
door right out of its tracks, damaging one of the headlights in the process. It would
appear that while looking behind me I accidentally bumped the emergency brake
which was in the neutral position with my right knee thereby releasing the ratchet and
engaging the high speed clutch.
Since then I have treated the emergency brake which also serves to engage neutral
and high gear with the greatest respect, having heard many stories of T owners having
been run over by their cars while cranking the starting handle. We rely totally on a
near hundred year old ratchet mechanism to hold the car in neutral and apply the
brakes while starting the motor. Also, when doing slow speed manoeuvres like parking
at the VVC clubhouse I rely on the ratchet to hold the car in neutral while reversing.
These days I get nervous when I am surrounded by onlookers watching me as I start
the T as I know the dangers of the car jumping forward should something go wrong
but they have no idea.
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To address the problem I made the gadget first shown in the picture above and it works
like this:

Once inserted it ensures that the car is in neutral and will stay there. Obviously while
starting I pull back the emergency brake all the way but should the ratchet fail the worst
that can happen is that the car which is in neutral creeps forward slowly as a result of
drag between the high speed clutch plates which run in oil.
This gadget is also very useful when parking into small spaces or when taking part in
parades where only low gear is required, taking the strain out of having to watch the
brake lever and keeping the low-speed pedal depressed half way.
And of course, a great aid when teaching someone how to drive the T for the first time.
Simple, but effective.
Paul Hoogendoorn
1922 Model T Runabout
PS: When parking Lizzie on level ground I leave her in high gear thereby forcing the
oil out between the clutch plates and making for easier starting. This also ensures a
longer clutch spring life.
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SAVVA Technical Tip 109 – Cold starting
Some five years ago we discussed the advantage/disadvantage of converting from 6 to 12
volts. As we are heading for cold weather and possible hard starting here is an extraction
from that article.
If the old engine doesn’t turn over in a nice friendly fashion start checking items like timing,
wiring, compression etc – mainly wiring. A simple check is to connect a voltmeter to the starter
motor terminal and see what voltage it cranks at. Another test is to crank the engine and
check the voltage at the coil. A year or two ago a club member purchased a 1938 eight
cylinder Packard that throughout its entire life had a reputation of being a bad starter –
especially in the winter. The new owner, quite rightly, refused to accept the fact that Packard
ever produced a car that had starting problems. After a preliminary investigation of battery
condition, earthing, wire size etc. a simple check showed that the voltage at the coil was only
4.0 volts. The problem turned out to be a serious volt drop in the wiring circuit due mainly to
a faulty ignition switch and a fuse holder of dubious quality. When a temporary piece of wire
was connected directly from the battery to the coil - it started first turn. A replacement ignition
switch and fuse holder ended years of suffering.
Bad connections are not only the prerogative of older cars, recently, a more modern 12volt
sports car cranked over freely but took a long time to fire up. Everything appeared to be in
excellent condition but it was found the voltage dropped from 12 to 9 volts at the coil. Only by
an examination of the wiring was the problem finely identified – the bolt holding the earth
strap from the battery to the chassis had rusted badly causing a very poor connection. In this
case the problem was difficult to locate as the connection was under the back seat in the
most inaccessible position imaginable. A new earth strap was fitted and the problem was
solved.
Incidentally, always check the thickness of the battery cables on six volt systems. So often
they have been replaced with modern ones from local spares shops and these are designed
for 12 volt systems. Using these thinner 12 volt cables the 6 volt starter will turn over, but not
happily. If thicker cables are difficult to find use welding cables, or, in an emergency double
up the thinner ones.
So there you have it, before changing over to 12 volts, check a few points first, otherwise you
may simply make a 6 volt problem a 12 volt problem.

This is a good quality welding cable – highly recommended for battery cables. It consists of
numerous strands of wire so it can wriggle and giggle without breaking.
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SERVICES
The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above
service providers.


PMB Carburettor Centre: Contact Robin on 033-345 0061 for all carb and
distributor spares and repairs back to about 1920. If they haven't got it, they
can usually make it, or import it. Proper computerised gas flow rig also
available for test/development purposes for anything through which gasses or
liquids flow.



Silver Wings: For silver plating and expert welding, soldering and brazing
repairs. Polishing of brass, copper, aluminium and stainless steel. Contact
Robin or Sue on 033-3453650.



Magneto Repairs: Offered by Rod Thomas of Waterfall. He can be
contacted on 031-762 1509 or 073-365 6494



Gearbox Shoppe: Gearbox and diff specialists. 14 MacFarlane Street, PMB.
Contact Graham Keir. Phone 033-3427543 / Fax 033 -3450479 / Cell
0828938782.



Silverton radiators. Radiators, auto air-conditioning and fuel tanks - sales,
service and repairs. 299 Boom Street, Pietermaritzburg. 033 3422604.



Piston rings of any size made up to suit your engine. –
H.W.Godwin& Son. Phone: 011-622 2546. Speak to Andrew or David.



Peter Malherbe does very good job of making up brake hoses - any type.
Phone 082 682 8142



Colour restoration and repair of leather – vinyl – plastic – velour, and
carpets. Contact: Sonette van Niekerk. 033 330 3352.



Wood burnt Art: Commissions undertaken, portraiture, ethnic, plus the Big 5
Showroom: 524 Bulwer Street, Pietermaritzburg. Tel: (033) 342 2513



Old car engine Spares. “If it’s available I’ll find it for you.” Telephone Lionel
on 072 146 9543. Cape Town.



B-Secure: For your alarm and security needs contact B-Secure on
(033) 3424 222.

10

FOR SALE


***Vw Beetle 1974. 1600.A beautiful VW Beetle in good condition.
Original. With red leather upholstery. One owner, a little old lady.
Reconditioned engine and in daily use. Needs some Tlc from a collector.
Sold Voetstoets. R35,000 onco. Contact. Cindy Taylor 0723410094



***Anyone interested in some Morris 1000 body parts? It's a 2 door. Have a
bonnet, boot, front and back fenders and the 2 doors, still in good condition. They
are really in my way.
Contact Hans Hartmann at hans@ambulance.co.za



**Latest Mike’s ‘A’ fordable parts catalogue. Contact Mike Leisegang
cell 082 857 8733, E-mail mike.leisegang@gmail.com



***1979 Mercedes 450 SL. R150 000. onco. See photo on Clubhouse notice
board. Contact Gavin Richmond on 083 5555094



***1981 MGB GTRubber Bumper model,(Last year of MGB GT production)
Pearl white with Rostyle wheels. Very good condition. Asking R 70 000 onco.
Contact: Clive Dennison onTel: 033 326 1167, Cell: 082 410 7030,
Email; dennison2@telkomsa.net.



**Matchless 500 G80CS (no papers). Phone Wayne Westwood on 082 575
3027 for price and details.
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CAMPING
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Written by Andy Rooney a great philosopher, a man who
had the gift of saying so much with so few words
That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
That when you're in love, it shows.
That just one person saying to me, 'You've made my day!' makes my day.
That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in
the world.
That being kind is more important than being right.
That you should never say no to a gift from a child.
That I can always pray for someone when I don't have the strength to help him in any
other way.
That no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to
act goofy with.
That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
That simple walks with my father around the block on summer nights when I was a
child did wonders for me as an adult.
That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
That we should be glad God doesn't give us everything we ask for.
That money doesn't buy class.
That it's those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
That under everyone's hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and
loved.
That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.
That when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person
continue to hurt you.
That love, not time, heals all wounds.
That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people
smarter than I am.
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CARS IN THE PARK
Thanks to the good weather the turnout at Cars in the Park this year was fantastic
with the grounds at full capacity and a constant stream of visitors coming in
throughout the day. This was evident by the sheer sea of bodies that was visible in
every direction throughout the day.
The flea market stands were expanded with more variety made available. The kid’s
rides were again on show and were popular all day. The food stands did good
business all day, not stopping until very late in the day. This year there was a
display of Orchids as well.
The music entertainment on the day consisted of the Bifocals playing live music well
into the late afternoon, keeping the crowds at the food court thoroughly entertained.
There was model car racing on display on a miniature rally race track. It was
thoroughly entertaining and I am unsure who was having more fun, the “drivers” or
the spectators. Another display was a model plane aerobatics display. The plane
used was a large and powerful model and was piloted by a very talented pilot. The
flying was nothing short of incredible and was thoroughly appreciated by the crowds.
The car stands on display were well varied with the commercial stands managing to
blend in well with the era encapsulated by the day. The supercars arrived en masse
during the morning, impressing the crowd with a wide variety of mount watering
makes and models that had appeal for everybody in one way or the other. The
variety of historical makes on display made sure that car enthusiasts had plenty to
look at and enjoy during the day.
A survey is taken during the day gathering data along the lines of how the event was
known and ways in which to improve the day. The results are enlightening as well
as entertaining. Some of the interesting results of the survey were that the bulk of
the visitors knew about CITP by word of mouth. This can only be good as it shows
that visitors are repeatedly coming back and the reputation of the event is good.
Another statistic is that almost half the visitors spend most of the day at Cars in the
Park. This means that the visitors are keeping busy all day with entertainment for
the whole family.
Awards were handed out for the best club stand as well as the best individual stand.
Best club stand went to Landrover and the individual trophy went to the Pedal car
from UKZN. There is a picture attached of the pedal car. Cars on the Park has
certainly grown to be a whole family event and not just entertainment for the car
lovers in the family.
With a little luck we will have more good weather next year and just as good a
turnout.
Gillian
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TAILPIECE
NUN AT HOOTERS
A nun, badly needing to use to the restroom, walked into a local Hooters.
The place was hopping with music and loud conversation and every once in a while
'the lights would turn off.'
Each time the lights would go out, the place would erupt into cheers.
However, when the revelers saw the nun, the room went dead silent.
She walked up to the bartender, and asked, 'May I please use the restroom?
The bartender replied, 'OK, but I should warn you
that there is a statue of a naked man in there wearing only a fig leaf.'
'Well, in that case, I'll just look the other way,' said the nun.
So the bartender showed the nun to the back of the restaurant.
After a few minutes, she came back out, and the whole place stopped
just long enough to give the nun a loud round of applause.
She went to the bartender and said, 'Sir, I don't understand.
Why did they applaud for me just because I went to the restroom?'
'Well, now they know you're one of us,' said the bartender,
'Would you like a drink?'
'No thank you, but, I still don't understand,' said the puzzled nun.
'You see,' laughed the bartender, 'every time someone lifts the fig leaf on that statue,
the lights go out.
Now, how about that drink?

___

__

____

Drive Carefully! See You at the Club.
________________________________
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