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P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206
“Forward into the Past”
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club.
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter.
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that
Member.
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles
behind the Clubhouse.
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CHAIRMANS CHATTER
Here we are, just 14 weeks from Cars in the Park. Everything is running along
smoothly at this stage, with no major hiccups. Already 26 traders have registered
and paid their dues.
The location of all the food outlets around the beer tent worked well last year, and
visitors will again have easy access to the variety of menus on offer.
On the Oval there will be a few food stalls including coffee and pancakes.
Unfortunately for us Comrades is a down-run this year so we won’t have the use of
all the magnificent marquees on the Oval that the Comrades organizers generously
offered to us last year.
An addition to the entertainment this year will be” The Bifocals” who have offered
to play old time music for a couple of hours over lunchtime, most likely in the beer
tent. Every effort is being made to cut down on all unnecessary expenditure this
year without sacrificing the appeal of the event.
Because of the massive increase in the petrol prices we anticipate that our regular
visitors from up-country may be reluctant to drive so far.
After some discussion and thought, Rotary has decided to withdraw their manning of
the entrance gates. We are extremely grateful to them for all their hard work and
commitment over the years. Many charities have benefited from their involvement in
the past. Rotary will however still be running their food and cold drink outlets.
We have negotiated with another organisation to take the place of the Rotarians at
the gates.
Again to facilitate parking, exhibitors will be issued in advance with different coloured
stickers for the various sites in the Park.
On another note, and to keep up with current events, for those of you with internet
access please check our new website VSCC.co.za and explore all the drop down
menus. This new venture has also been organized with a significantly reduced cost
to the club.
In March, instead of a breakfast run we are planning a lunch at the VSCC on Sunday
30th March. The catering will be done by the ladies who made our Christmas dinner
such a success. Bookings will be taken at Bonnets up. Advance booking is essential
because exact numbers of guests are required for catering purposes. The menu is
displayed elsewhere in the Newsletter, and the cost will be R60-00 per head.
As always we look forward to seeing more club members at the VSCC to come and
enjoy the improved facilities at the club house.
Happy and safe motoring,
Fred
Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net

ON THE COVER
Henk Lubbe’s magnificent Cobra fitted with a Corvette motor.

INDEMNIFICATION
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to
Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC
Clubhouse bar and main hall.
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MEMBERSHIP
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July).
Full Member
Full member plus spouse/partner
Country Member
Country Member plus spouse/partner
Associate Member*
Associate Member plus spouse/partner

R230 including SAVVA fee
R290 including SAVVA fees
R210 including SAVVA fee
R260 including SAVVA fees
R125 excluding SAVVA fee
R170 excluding SAVVA fees

* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion.
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life.
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage *
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail *
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *

R65 + R20 SAVVA fees
R20 SAVVA fees
R90 + R20 SAVVA fees
Free.

* Awarded at Committee discretion.
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership.
A charge of R120 will be levied for posted newsletters.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Banking Details: Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club: Bank – Nedbank:
Branch - Hayfields: Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.
REGALIA: The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC
logo, available for sale at R45 each. See the ‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements.
VISITORS: Visitors are welcome , but as we are licensed, please ensure that your
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar.

CLUB TIMETABLE
Every Friday night: ‘Klink’
March 7 . 14 . 28 . April 4th, 11th. 25th.
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy
at the Club..
Second Saturday of every month: ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day:
From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for
purchase.
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.
The Library and Spares Department will also be open.
Third Sunday of every Month; Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most
welcome at this run.
th

th

th

(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on
a Sunday
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PAST EVENTS
February
Saturday 8th February: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. American Cars
Saturday 16th February: Regular Club Outing. Club Breakfast on Sunday
February 16th. This will incorporate a small “Concourse de elegance”.

COMING VSCC AND OTHER CLUB EVENTS
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events

ITALIC - Depicts other Events

March
Saturday 8th March: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. Sports Cars
Friday 7th March: Durban to Johannesburg commemorative motorcycle run
Saturday 8th March: Maluti Cars at the airport. Bethlehem.
www.maamc.co.za
Saturday 16th March: Regular Club Outing. To be announced

April
Saturday 12th April: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. No Theme
Saturday 20th April: Regular Club Outing. To be announced
Apologies, we got the March Bonnets Up dates wrong in the last issue. Sorry
for any confusion caused.

Bonnets up Events 2014
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

EUROPEAN CARS
AMERICAN CARS
SPORTS CARS
NO THEME
NO THEME
NO THEME
HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE
AGM / NO THEME
MOTORCYCLES / FORD DAY
ITALIAN CARS
FORD DAY / MOTORCYCLES
NO THEME

Please note that all cars/bikes are welcome regardless of the theme. Feel
free to display your classics on the front lawn every month.
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Members
We have three new members for introduction. We welcome Nicholas Hoferichter
from Hilton, Graham and Jackie Bowles from Richmond, and Peter and Dolene van
Tonder from Pietermaritzburg.

Spares Department
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified.

Hire of Club Hall
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be
completed and handed in. Copies of the form are also available at the Klink.

Vehicles for hire
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such
occasions.
Robin Inggs
072 202 6598
Mike Westray
033 386 2593
Robin Phipson
033-345 0061
Saxon Murray.
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)

mikewestray@gmail.com
phipson@wandata.com
tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za

SAVVA collector’s vehicle insurance scheme
For Full comprehensive cover
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers
Phone Fax E-mail-

087 736 2222
011 699 0783
madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za

Bus: A vehicle that runs faster when you run after it and runs slowly when you are
inside it.
Bus Driver: A person who tells people where to get off.
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VSCC
MENU – SUNDAY
30 MARCH -1PM
TH

R60 pp
Roast Gammon
Thai Green Chicken Curry
Rice and Gravy
Roast potatoes
2 x veg in season
DESSERT
Strawberry Cheesecake
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE
ASSOCIATION

SAVVA Technical Tip 82 - Dirty Bulbs
Recently I had the task of replacing a tail light lens in an elderly car and was quite
surprised at the dirt that had accumulated on the bulb. As can be seen in the
photograph the dirty one is next to a new one and the difference is quite obvious.
When it was re-assembled with a new bulb I compared it with the other side rear light
which still had it’s dirty bulb and to say the least the volume of light emitted was
dismal in comparison.
On the road, especially on freeways, we are usually travelling slower than the
mainstream traffic. It is imperative therefore that we offer whatever warning possible
to passing cars of our existence on the road – especially at night. Over the years
there have been some ugly accidents in which cars have smashed into the rear of
slower cars – not necessarily older cars but there have been a few cases.
Let’s ensure that at least our tail and stop lights are operating 100%.
When last did you clean the bulbs on your car?

Don’t find a fault, find a remedy. – Henry Ford
Failure is the path of least resistance. – Sir James Barrie
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SERVICES
Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis.
The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above
service providers.
•

Tyrewise, contact William Walker for expert advice on all your tyre and
wheel balancing requirements, on 033 342 3566, or call at 341 Berg Street.
Go to his website at www.tyredamage.com

•

Silicon Brake Fluid available at Motorcycle Centre, 265 Berg St.
033-394 6941 and Race Spares Africa 084 396 028 Roger Veitch

•

Waterflow Plumbing cc For general plumbing services, clearing blocked
drains etc. Contact Clinton Hart on 076 194 4185 or 033 - 396 6953

•

New Parts. Ford ignition coils1937-41, 1952 ford stop/tail light lenses,
Zephyr 1936- 39 rear light lenses, 1951-54 Ford V8 tail light lenses,
1959 Ford parking light lenses, Chrome tail light housing1951/52 Zephyr &
Consul.
Flywheels – A30, Morris Minor, Taunus, Prefect, Anglia, Zephyr.
Period wheel trims – Simca, Taunus and others. Rings, Fanbelts 1950’s
Chrysler.
Jansen’s Motor Spares (Klerksdorp) 018 462 9121.
Durose’s. now at 103 Commercial road, (Chief Albert Luthuli) same phone
033 345 3331. They have a large selection of parts for 50’s & 60’s vehicles.

•
•

Good weld – Specialised welding; TIG & MIG, Aluminium, Magnesium,
Titanium, Stainless, Cast Iron, Pewter, Etc. Turning, Spline cutting, General
engineering. Run by enthusiasts. 4 Roger de Klerk Place, Mkondeni. Phone,
033 346 1207

•

Bearings & Seals – 424 Greyling St. (Also ‘O’ rings, belts, roller chain etc,)
Contact Dennis on 033-345 7739 or 082 656 4864, who will do his best to
locate items needed, if not in stock.

•

Professional bead blasting with proper glass beads, professional chassis
clean, professional repairs and vacuum pulling/pumping of BMC hydrolastic
suspension units. Contact Robin on 033-3450061, or visit 23 West Street.

A teenage boy tells his father, "Dad, there's trouble with the car, it has water in the
carburetor." The father looks confused and says, "Water in the carburetor, that's
ridiculous!" But the son insists. "I tell you, the car has water in the carburetor."
His father, starting to get a little nervous, says "You don't even know what a
carburetor is.... but I will check it out. Where is the car?"
"In the pool," replies the son.
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FOR SALE
•

** Please can you advertise this 1936 Ford Panel, which is going to be sold as
scrap weight, squashed up very soon. Owner just wants someone to take it away
for the value of the scrap weight, so the buyer can't lose, it must be valuable to
someone.
Owner says he has been told it could be the only car i n the country
Contact :- Mike 0828860687
033 3454656
21 Mayors Walk, (Opposite to garages)

•

** 2 x 1968 Triumph tiger 100
2 x 1968 BSA Thunderbolt
1954 Matchless G8
1960 Triumph Bonneville
2 x Sunbeam S7
1967 Matchless 500 Single
2 x BSA (1952 &1957) Golden Flash
2 x Morris 1000 (1952 & 1959)
Contact Frank Lupke on 072 143 2572

•

*1991 MAZDZ MX5 Immaculate condition. Only 2 owners from new. Done only
66000 miles. White with black hardtop. Aircon and radio.
Price R85 000. Contact Colin 031 2055818 or 083 652 5581.

WANTED
•

** Exhaust manifiold for MGA. Contact Rory Sclanders on 033 3432172 or
0834633376.

•

** Barbie Lindeque is looking for unwanted men’s ties. They are being used to
teach ladies to make handbags and skirts out of ties. Please could you leave
them at the klink marked for her attention
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Bike Chatter

Why motorcycles make for awkward transport vehicles.
12

A hip young man goes out and buys the best car available: a brand -new Ferrari 550.
It is also the most expensive car in the world, and it costs him $500,000. He takes it
out for a spin and stops for a red light.
An old man (about 75 years old) on a moped pulls up next to him. The old man looks
over at the sleek, shiny new car and asks, "What kind of car ya got there, sonny?"
The young man replies, "A Ferrari 550. It cost half a million dollars!"
"That's a lot of money," says the old man. "Why does it cost so much?"
"Because this car can do up to 320 miles an hour!" states the young dude proudly.
The old man asks, "Mind if I take a look inside?"
"No problem," replies the owner.
So the old guy pokes his head in the window and looks around. Then, sitting back on
his moped, he says, "That's a pretty nice car, all right... but I'll stick with my moped!"
Just then the light changes, so the young guy decides to show the old man just what
his car can do. He floors it, and within 30 seconds the speedometer reads 160 mph.
Suddenly, he notices a dot in his rearview mirror.
It seems to be getting closer! He slows down to see what it could be, and suddenly,
WHHHOOOOSSSHHH! something whips by him, going much faster.
What on earth could be going faster than my Ferrari?! the young man asks himself.
He floors the accelerator and takes the Ferrari up to 250 mph. Then, up ahead of
him, he sees that it's the old man on the moped.
Amazed that the moped could pass his Ferrari, he gives it some more gas and
passes the moped at 275 mph. WHHOOOOSSSHH!
He's feeling pretty good until he looks in his mirror and sees the old man gaining on
him again. Astounded by the speed of this old guy, he floors the gas pedal and takes
the Ferrari all the way up to 320 mph.
Not 10 seconds later he sees the moped bearing down on him again. The Ferrari is
flat out and there's nothing he can do.
Suddenly the moped plows into the back of his Ferrari, demolishing the rear. The
young man jumps out; unbelievably, the old man is still alive!!! He runs up to the
mangled old man and says, "Oh, my God! Is there anything I can do for you?"
The old man whispers softly, "Unhook... my... suspenders... from... your... sideview... mirror."
Carla Curtsinger
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THE FLATMOBILE
This awesome Flatmobile has a jet engine and does 160 km/h. The Flatmobile is
recognized by the Guinness World Records for lowest street legal car. It stands at
just 19 inches or 48 cm tall.

Reece's Second Law: The speed of an oncoming vehicle is directly proportional to
the length of the passing zone.
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Henry's made a Lady out of Lizzie by Walter O'Keefe
Talk of this and talk of that,
Boys you must take off your hat,
HENRY'S MADE A LADY OUT OF LIZZIE!
Has she plenty, has she much?
Got the "tin" you love to touch,
HENRY'S MADE A LADY OUT OF LIZZIE!
They used to park her in a lot,
For that they charged two bits,
But now they charge you nothing,
And you park her at the Ritz.
She once had rattles in her wheel,
But now she's full of "sex-appeal",
HENRY'S MADE A LADY OUT OF LIZZLE!
......................................................................................................................................

Five Englishmen in an Audi Quattro arrive at the Italian border.
The Italian Customs agent stops them and says, "It's illegal to put 5 people in a
Quattro."
"What do you mean it's illegal?" ask the Englishmen.
"Quattro means four," replies the Italian official.
"Quattro is just the name of the automobile," the Englishmen retort disbelievingly.
"Look at the papers: this car is designed to carry 5 persons."
"You can't pull that one on me," replies the Italian customs agent. "Quattro means
four. You have five people in your car and you are therefore breaking the law."
The Englishmen replies angrily, "You idiot! Call your supervisor over—I want to
speak to someone with more intelligence!"
"Sorry," responds the Italian official, "he can't come. He's busy with 2 guys in a Fiat
Uno."
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
A young nun who worked for a local home healthcare agency was out making her
rounds when she ran out of gas. As luck would have it there was a gas station just
one block away. She walked to the station to borrow a can with enough gas to start
the car and drive to the station for a fill up. The attendant regretfully told her that the
only gas can he owned had just been loaned out, but if she would care to wait he
was sure it would be back shortly.
Since the nun was on the way to see a patient she decided not to wait and walked
back to her car. After looking through her car for something to carry to the station to
fill with gas, she spotted a bedpan she was taking to the patient. Always resourceful,
she carried it to the station, filled it with gasoline, and carried it back to her car.
As she was pouring the gas into the tank of her car two men watched her from
across the street. One of them turned to the other and said, "If that car starts, I'll go
to church every Sunday for the rest of my life!"
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SPUDS PLANTED AS ROADS GO TO POT
Moscow: A group of activists of Yaroslavl have planted potatoes in street potholes
across the country “to see if these potatoes will grow sooner than the city authorities
repair the roads.”
Road construction and repair in Russia is notoriously inefficient, with funds allocated
for road maintenance often embezzled or misused. Participants equipped with light
reflecting vests and spray paint, drew rings around several hundred potholes on the
city’s roads on Sunday in a bid to attract the attention of city authorities.
The activists, most of them drivers, took photos of their work and are planning to
send them to the mayor’s office with a letter demanding improved road maintenance.
“I want my voice to be heard by the authorities. I want them to start improving
roads,” said one of the activists, Ruslan Allayarov.
“I drive my car daily and every five or ten minutes I run into a pothole. I’m outraged
by that.”
Similar campaigns, organised by the Angry Urbanites organisation, were held in
Russian cities recently.
In Tomsk city, activists planted flowers in potholes in late May. On April 1, activists
of the movement found more than 100 potholes on Moscow’s roads and spraypainted them at night.
According to an old Russian saying: “Russia has two woes – fools and roads.”
In a survey released in January by the Federal Statistics Service, more than 60
percent of Russians cited bad roads among their main concerns.
Press Trust of India
Published in the Natal Mercury on 5 June 2013.

Albany Vintage and Classic Motor Club – March 2014
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RULES OF THE ROAD
Drew's Law of Highway Entomology: The first bug to hit a clean windshield lands
directly in front of your eyes.
Barrett's Laws of Driving III: This lane ends in 500 feet.
Barrett's Laws of Driving II: The vehicle in front of you is traveling slower than you
are.
Murphy's Law of the Open Road: When there is a very long road upon which there
is a one-way bridge placed at random, and there are only two cars on that road, it
follows that: (1) the two cars are going in opposite directions, and (2) they will always
meet at the bridge.
Lovka's Law of Driving: There is no traffic until you need to make a right turn.
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

HOW TO CONVERT YOUR CAR TO RIGHT HAND DRIVE

If a cluttered desk is a sign of a cluttered mind, of what, then is an empty desk a
sign? – Albert Einstein
It is not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years. – Abraham Lincoln
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES
Badsey
Badsey was established in 1960 in South Africa by John William Badsey (Wild
Bill). The company produced sport and racing boats. Badsey himself raced
motorcycles and sports cars in his spare time. He also became active in racing
powerboats. In 1976, the first Badsey motor was produced . In 1979 the company
developed the o nly car model it produced. It was a three wheeler called the Badsey
Bullet.
In 1982 the company moved to California, USA where it continued production of
the car.
In 1985 Badsey was commissioned to design the new Harley-Davidson. The
company then moved into the area of motorised scooters. The scooters are now
marketed as EMX (Electric Moto Cross).
Bill Badsey was the heart of the company. The developments in the company
mirrored his interests. In 1972 he was the World Champion in racing Formula One
Tunnel Boats. In 1974 he was awarded the “Sportsman of the Year” award in South
Africa, a prestigious award. He had an enthusiasm for developing and selling high
quality electric vehicles and this is mirrored in the company’s electric scooter range.
He later developed an electric boat called the Stealth. He passed away in February
2001.
The Badsey Bullet is the main interest of this article. It was a unique car with a
total production run of eight vehicles. The car had a Yamaha Venture 1200cc v4
motorcycle engine, although the prototype featured a Suzuki GS 1100 GLZ. The
rear wheel is driven by a shaft drive and the car featured inboard coil spring
dampers. Seating in the vehicle is provided for two with the driver and passenger
having separate cockpits. The engine rests between the two cockpits.
There are two gear levers in the car. The one lever is for a four speed automatic
gearbox with reverse and a second lever for the 5 speed motorcycle engine. This
effectively gives the car twenty forward gears and five reverse gears. It is believed
that the prototype is more powerful than the production models. It had a top speed
of 150 miles per hour and reached 60mph in less than five seconds. Mario Andretti
is reported to have taken the prototype to 165 mph on the Indy raceway.
The car made waves when it was featured on the cover of Popular Mechanics
after its development.
This article was written with reference to Wikipedia,
http://oldcarjunkie.wordpress.com and http://blog.hemmings.com.
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TAILPIECE

Yesterday my daughter e-mailed me again, asking why I didn't do something useful
with my time.
“Like sitting around the pool and drinking wine is not a good thing …”, I said.
Talking about my "doing-something-useful" seems to be her favorite topic of
conversation.
She was "only thinking of me" she said and suggested I go down to the Senior
Center and hang out with the guys.
I did this and when I got home last night, I decided to play a prank on her.
I e-mailed her and told her that I had joined a Parachute Club.
She replied, "Are you nuts? You are 73 years old and now you're going to start
jumping out of airplanes?"
I told her that I even got a Membership Card and e-mailed a copy to her.
She immediately telephoned me, "Good grief, where are your glasses!
This is a Membership to a Prostitute Club, not a Parachute Club."
"Oh man, I'm in trouble again; I really don't know what to do ... I signed up for five
jumps a week!!"
The line went quiet and her friend picked up the phone and said that my daughter
had fainted.
Life as a Senior Citizen is not getting any easier, but sometimes it can be fun.

_____ ______

___

________

Drive Carefully! See You at the Club.
________________________________
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