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Vintage Sports Car Club 

     
 P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206 

 
 “Forward into the Past” 

  
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club. 
 
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as 
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter. 
 
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that 
Member. 
 
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved 
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles 
behind the Clubhouse. 
 
 

          Office Bearers: 2012/2013 
 

Trustees   Peter Houston, Fred Rascher and Grenville Manton 
 
Club President         Clyde Wyatt 
 
     

   Committee and Portfolio Holders 
 

Chairman     Fred Rascher   033 394 2502 
Vice Chairman    Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Treasurer     John Wilsworth  033 343 3209 
Secretary     Vacant 
SAVVA Delegate    Ron Richmond  033 344 1943 
Clubhouse      Clyde Wyatt   033 330 6413 
Spares      Johan Viljoen   072 750 1255  
Klink      Tony Fourie   082 823 8833 
Newsletter     Gillian Richmond  083 253 9762 
Motorcycles     Stuart Anderson  083 650 1522 
Clubhouse Events    Vacant    

 
VSCC eMail:     vscc@vodamail.co.za      
Newsletter eMail:  gillian2@telkomsa.net 
 
Affiliated to SAVVA                        SAVVA Website: www.savva.org.za 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
The time has come to elect a new committee. There are positions that are vacant 
and should be filled, but the club will still function, and things will get done even if 
there are no volunteers to help make the club a better place. 
 
I know it’s a pain to come one evening a month to listen to a whole lot of talk that 
does not necessarily interest you, so why not offer your services for one of the 
following posts, and then just come to a few meetings a year?  The two relevant 
vacancies are those for the library and the clubhouse: in both of these you can do 
the work required at your leisure.  
 
The secretarial position is also vacant, but here you have to be present at every 
meeting, take down all the notes, and type them ready for the next meeting. 
If you like organising the events instead, well we have just the job for you!  
 
I promise if I am still the Chairman after the AGM I will try and make the meetings not 
longer than 80 minutes. The best meetings are shorter than 45 minutes according to 
some management books. Portfolio holders will then have a limited time to have their 
say and cut the waffle!  
 
As the meeting is being held over a long weekend and many will be away, please 
sign a proxy form so that someone can vote on your behalf.   
 
The repairs to the floor and kitchen are reaching an advanced stage of planning so 
hopefully things will get done in the very near future. 
 
We have had an offer from someone to provide light meals every Friday night at the 
club. This will be at no direct cost to the club and have no financial risk. I hope that 
these can start soon. Negotiations are on-going.  
 
Aisne and I leave the day after the AGM for our holiday and will be back for the next 
meeting. 
 
I would like to thank all those who have offered encouragement and kind thoughts for 
all our efforts over this past year to try and make the VSCC a happy and vibrant 
place to visit. 
 
Best wishes 
  
Fred 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
     Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max 
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net 

            
ON THE COVER 

 
Rob Thompson’s Ford Escort 1600 Sport. 
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INDEMNIFICATION 
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to 

Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC 
Clubhouse bar and main hall. 

 
 

SAVVA  collector’s  vehicle insurance scheme 
 
For Full comprehensive cover 
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst  or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers 
 
Phone -                087 736 2222 
Fax -                    011 699 0783 
E-mail-                  madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za  
 

 
 

Breakfast run to  Blackwood Nursery  28/7/2013 
 
Thirty five people including VSCC  members and a few guests  met at the Southgate 
complex at 8.30am last Sunday morning for the 28 KM drive along the Richmond 
Road to the Budz restaurant at Blackwood nursery.  
 
Except for a few hundred metres of dusty road accessing the nursery the drive was  
enjoyable  and gave our cars the chance to get the cobwebs out of the engines and 
most importantly the brake fluid  warmed up! 
 
The atmosphere was happy and friendly and well warmed by the log fire in the 
corner of the   restaurant. Bowls of poppies on the tables, fresh fruit juice and plenty 
of coffee and tea together with the well presented and very tasty breakfast all made 
the event a very successful one.   
 
The nursery itself is the neatest and most organised one I have ever seen, and well 
worth a visit.  
 
Everyone enjoyed the outing and we all look forward to the next breakfast.  We have 
some ideas and have had a few suggestions, so watch this space! 
 
Aisne   

 
 
'Be  kinder than necessary because everyone you meet  is fighting some kind of  
battle.'  
 
A  sharp tongue can cut your own throat.  
 
If  you want your dreams to come true, you mustn't  oversleep. 
 
Of  all the things you wear, your expression is the  most important. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July). 
 
Full Member                                                        R230 including SAVVA fee 
Full member plus spouse/partner                        R290 including SAVVA fees 
Country Member                                                  R210 including SAVVA fee 
Country Member plus spouse/partner                   R260 including SAVVA fees 
Associate Member*                                              R125 excluding SAVVA fee 
Associate Member plus spouse/partner                 R170 excluding SAVVA fees  
 
* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion. 
 
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life. 

 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage  *       R65 + R20 SAVVA fees 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail  *       R20  SAVVA fees  
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *    R90 + R20  SAVVA fees 
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *        Free. 
  
 * Awarded at Committee discretion. 
 
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership. 
A charge to be determined will be levied for posted newsletters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Banking Details:  Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:   Bank – Nedbank:  
 Branch - Hayfields:  Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:  
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.  
                                                                                              
REGALIA:  The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC 
logo, available for sale at R45 each.  Shirts are available for sale at R130 each.  See the 
‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements. 
 
VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your 
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership 
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar. 

  
CLUB TIMETABLE 

 Every Friday night:  ‘Klink’ 
August 2nd. 9th. 16th. 23rd. 30th. September 6th. 13th.20th.27th  
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will 
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy 
at the Club.. 
Second Saturday of every month:  ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day: 
 From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of 
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for 
purchase.   
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.   
The Library and  Spares Department will also be open. 
 
Third Sunday of every Month;  Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most 
welcome at this run. 
(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on 
a Sunday            
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PAST EVENTS 
 

July 
 

Saturday 13th July:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Hobbies Day and boot 
sale 
Sunday 28th July:  Regular Club Outing.  Blackwood Nursery 
 

COMING  VSCC  AND  OTHER  CLUB  EVENTS 
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events          ITALIC -  Depicts other Events  

 
 

August 
 
Friday 9th August:  Cars in the Park OFSVCC. Bobbies Park. Adults R20, 
Children R10 

 
Saturday 10th August:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  AGM 
 
Sunday 18th August:  Regular Club Outing.  To be announced 
 

September 
 

Saturday 14th September:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Motorcycles. 
 
Sunday 22th September:  Regular Club Outing.  To be announced 
 
Tuesday 24th September:  National Drive it Day 
 
25th to 29th September: 2013 SAVVA National Tour  in Free State. 
 

Bonnets up Events 2013 
 
JANUARY EUROPEAN CARS 
FEBRUARY AMERICAN CARS 
MARCH BRITISH SPORTS CARS 
APRIL ORPHANED CARS 
MAY CARS IN THE PARK 
JUNE NO THEME 
JULY HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE 
AUGUST AGM 
SEPTEMBER MOTORCYCLES 
OCTOBER ITALIAN CARS 
NOVEMBER FORD DAY 
DECEMBER NO THEME 
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Members 
We have no new members for introduction. 
 

      Spares Department 
We are looking for volunteers to help clean up the spares department.  Work parties 
will be organized for a week day as well as a weekend to accommodate all those 
willing to help.  Please contact Johan Viljoen on 072 750 1255 if you are interested in 
assisting. 
 
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself 
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.  
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified. 
 

Hire of Club Hall 
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be 
completed and handed in.  Copies of the form are also available at the Klink. 
 

Vehicles for hire 
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such  
occasions. 
 
Robin Inggs          072 202 6598 
Mike Westray        033 386 2593  mikewestray@gmail.com 
Robin Phipson      033-345 0061  phipson@wandata.com 
Saxon Murray.  
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)  tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za  
 
 

2013 Fairest Cape Tour 
 
We have just sent out invitations for the 2013 Fairest Cape Tour. 
The event will again be based at Goudini Spa with accommodation from 3rd - 6th 
November 2013 

We would be grateful if you would mention this event at your next meeting and also 
publicise in the relevant club magazine or newsletter. 
 
Application forms and details will shortly be available on the CVMC website: 
http://www.cvmc.co.za/Events.html 
 
Chris Cutler (Clerk of the Course) 
021 8512339 
084 7131237 
email: fairestcapetour@gmail.com 
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 Technical Tip 75 - Saving fuel 

  
This E-mail did it's rounds some time ago. However, with the price of petrol 
escalating the way it is maybe it's worth considering its contents. I don't know from 
where or from whom it originated.    
 
“Tips when filling your car 
Only buy or fill up your car or bakkie in the early morning when the ground 
temperature is still cold.  Remember that all service stations have their storage tanks 
buried below ground.  The colder the ground the more dense the fuel, when it gets 
warmer petrol expands, so buying in the afternoon or in the evening your litre is not 
exactly a litre.  In the petroleum business, the specific gravity and the temperature of 
the petrol, diesel and jet fuel, ethanol and other petroleum products plays an 
important role. A one degree rise in temperature is a big deal for this business.  But 
the service stations do not have temperature compensation at the pumps. 
When you're filling up do not squeeze the trigger of the nozzle to a fast mode. If you look you 
will see that the trigger has three (3) stages:  low, middle, and high.  In slow mode you 
should be pumping on low speed, thereby minimizing the vapours that are created while you 
are pumping.  All hoses at the pump have a vapour return.  If you are pumping on the fast 
rate, some of the liquid that goes to your tank becomes vapour.  Those vapours are being 
sucked up and back into the underground storage tank so you're getting less worth for your 
money.  
 
One of the most important tips is to fill up when your tank is HALF FULL.  
The reason for this is because the more fuel you have in your tank the less air is occupying 
its empty space.  Petrol evaporates faster than you can imagine.  Petroleum storage tanks 
have an internal floating roof.  This roof serves as zero clearance between the petrol and the 
atmosphere, so it minimizes the evaporation.  Unlike service stations, here where I work 
every truck that we load is temperature compensated so that every litre is actually the exact 
amount.  
 
Another reminder, if there is a fuel truck pumping into the storage tanks when you stop to 
buy, DO NOT  fill up - most likely the petrol/diesel is being stirred up as the fuel is being 
delivered and you might pick up some of the dirt that normally settles on the bottom.  Hope 
this will help you get the most value for your money.” 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Hello Jean and everybody else 
 
I have seen this ‘tip’ in various forms as an email which does the rounds at least 
once a year. I am professionally involved in the petroleum industry and in theory 
most of these tips are valid, but in practice the gains are so small as to be 
impractical.  
 
For instance, with the average car having a 55 litre fuel tank:  

A. how much time are you going to spend filling that fuel tank with the nozzle on 
slow?  
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B. Filling that same tank up with cool petrol will gain you less than half an 
eggcup’s worth of fuel.  
 
With motorcycles having substantially smaller fuel tanks these gains 
disappear completely. The only tip here that has any merit is the one about 
not filling up while the petrol tanker is discharging its load into the 
underground tanks, and even that could be argued. We do our best to keep 
dirt out of the service stations’ tanks – it’s better for business. 

 
Regards 
Thomas Schubert (Editor, CMCN Shoptorque) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I have seen emails to this affect several times myself.  It is food for thought.. All I can 
say is judge for yourself. 
 
Editor 
............................................................................................................................... 
I would like to extend an invite to you and the members of the Vintage Sports Car 
Club of Natal to exhibit your cars at the Shongweni Expo on 05 and 06 October 
2013.  
The Truck, Bike and Outdoor Expo is held on 4 to 6 October 2013 in Shongweni 
KwaZulu Natal. The event is a professional Expo attracting motor trade enthusiasts 
from all over South Africa. It is held at the prestigious Durban Shongweni Club. It will 
have a host of new events that are bound to entertain petrol heads and music lovers 
alike. 
This year is the fourth Expo and it features Cars, Trucks, Bikes and Outdoor. It is the 
biggest Car, Truck, Bike and Outdoor Expo in KwaZulu Natal over the last three 
years and this year there is an included segment for muscle cars and club 
cars, "THUNDER AT THE STABLES". We intend to attract between 500 and 1000 
units to be exhibited.  
http://www.shongweniexpo.co.za/Durban/  
The exhibitors have grown from 65 in 2010 to 162 in 2013 and are from different 
businesses nationally. Plus minus 12 500 people attend the event over the three day 
period. 
"THUNDER AT THE STABLES". will be on 05 and 06 October – To see more click 
on  http://durban.shongweniexpo.co.za/index.php/cars-in-the-park 
Click on Registration Rules: 
http://www.clickonit.co.za/motoman/dashboard/agreements/Motor%20Exhibition%20
Rules%202013%20Shongweni.pdf 
Registrations Close Off at Midnight 27 September 2013 – Book early to avoid 
disappointment. There are no costs involved for exhibitors at the Thunder at the 
Stables. Each car on exhibition will receive two complementary entrance tickets for 
the two days. 
Registrations can be done at:  http://www.clickonit.co.za/motoman/ 
We Look forward to see you there.  
 
Regards 
Johan Rademan 
Shongweni Expo Uses Clickonit Motoman for vehicle registration and event 
management 
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SERVICES 
     

Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis. 
 

The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above 
service providers. 

 
 

• Tyrewise, contact William Walker for expert advice on all your tyre and 
wheel balancing requirements, on 033 342 3566, or call at 341 Berg Street. 
Go to his website at www.tyredamage.com 
 

• Silicon Brake Fluid available at Motorcycle Centre, 265 Berg St. 033-394 
6941 

           and Race Spares Africa 084 396 0285 Roger Veitch 
 
 

•       Waterflow Plumbing cc For general plumbing services, clearing blocked 
      drains etc.  Contact Clinton Hart on 076 194 4185 or 033 - 396 6953    

 
•  New Parts.  Ford ignition coils1937-41, 1952 ford stop/tail light lenses,  

 Zephyr 1936- 39 rear light lenses, 1951-54 Ford V8 tail light lenses, 
 1959 Ford parking light lenses, Chrome tail light housing1951/52 Zephyr & 
Consul. 
 Flywheels – A30, Morris Minor, Taunus, Prefect, Anglia, Zephyr.  
 Period wheel trims – Simca, Taunus and others.  Rings, Fanbelts 1950’s 
Chrysler. 
 Jansen’s Motor Spares (Klerksdorp) 018 462 9121. 

• Durose’s. now at 103 Commercial road, (Chief Albert Luthuli) same phone 
033 345 3331.  They have a large selection of parts for 50’s & 60’s vehicles.   
 

• Good weld – Specialised welding; TIG & MIG, Aluminium, Magnesium, 
Titanium, Stainless, Cast Iron, Pewter, Etc. Turning, Spline cutting, General 
engineering. Run by enthusiasts.   4 Roger de Klerk Place, Mkondeni. Phone, 
033 346 1207 

 
• Bearings & Seals – 424 Greyling St. (Also ‘O’ rings, belts, roller chain etc,) 

Contact Dennis on 033-345 7739 or 082 656 4864, who will do his best to 
locate items needed, if not in stock. 

  
•      Professional bead blasting with proper glass beads, professional chassis 
          clean, professional repairs and vacuum pulling/pumping of BMC hydrolastic    
          suspension units.     Contact Robin on 033-3450061, or visit 23 West Street. 

 
The  best vitamin for making friends......  B1. 
 
One  thing you can't recycle is wasted  time. 
 
The  pursuit of happiness is the chase of a lifetime!  
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FOR SALE 
 
• ***1964 Ford Thunderbird for sale.  Contact Carola Redinger on  0741250054. 

• **1969 Triumph Spitfire MK111, soft top convertible. Car complete but 
unfinished project.   Painted. upholstered, rewired and driveable. With logbook. 
(Canary Yellow)    R 25 000.00.  Contact  Omesh Maharaj on  083 232 7373. 

WANTED 

Barbie Lindeque is looking for unused men’s ties.  Please could you leave them at 
the klink marked for her attention 

 

2013 SAVVA NATIONAL TOUR 
 

FOR VEHICLES MANUFACTURED BEFORE JANUARY 1981 
 
Hosted by the Free State Veteran Car Club from 25 – 29 September 2013, in the 
picturesque Eastern Free State area. 
 
As with previous National Tours hosted by our Club, the three day competitive event, 
at an extremely reasonable cost, will emphasize usage of the old cars and kindle 
new and existing relationships.  We would like to request older owners, with older 
cars, to make a concerted effort to participate. 
 
Those not interested in the formal reliability run, may enter as non-competitors, 
allowing them to enjoy their old cars on the open road. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Philip Heyns  082 462 0827 pheyns@xpd.co.za  
 
Hennie van der Walt  083 305 8800 mwvandup@mweb.co.za  
 
Entry forms will be posted on the SAVVA website. 
 
 

VSCC AGM 
 
Just a reminder about the VSCC Club AGM to be held at bonnet up on 10th August.  
Notices were sent out by post and email.  

Ideas  won't work unless ' You'   do. 
 
Your  mind is like a parachute...it functions only  when open. 
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Bike Chatter 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Scott 
 
Alfred Angus Scott built a twin-cylinder gas engine, attached it to a Premier bicycle 
and modified his creation.  In 1904 he took out a patent for his creation.  By 1908, he 
had designed and patented his new frame as well as a new 333cc engine.  The time 
had arrived to manufacture his machine, but he had no capital. 
 
He used Ben and William Jowett’s spare factory space to build his machines, until 
the space was no longer “spare” and capital needed to be raised to set up his own 
company.  
 
Scott Engineering Company was based in Bradford in England from 1910.  His 
machines were gaining a good reputation and the move enabled Scott to introduce 
new features and increase the engine size.  By 1911 even more improvements were 
made but there were no impressive racing results. 
 
In 1912 the TT was won by a Scott.  This generated orders which increased 
production.  Space became scarce which led to the need to raise funds to obtain 
larger factory space.  In 1914 to 1918 war halted the production of civilian 
motorcycles. 
 
After the war, the Squirrel was introduced (1922) followed in the following years by 
the Super Squirrel and the Flying Squirrel. 
 
The company managed to survive the depression. 
 
In 1934 the Scott Three model was debuted and the Cyk Autowas developed in 
1938, however neither model made it to significant production levels due to the 
outbreak of WWII. 
 
The Flying Squirrel was re-launched at the end of WWII, but this model was heavier 
than the initial offering. In 1950 the company went into voluntary liquidation. 
 
In 1956 Matt Holder restarted the company.  A new model was designed and 
manufactured up until 1969. 
 
This article was written with reference to The Complete Encyclopedia of Classic 
Motorcycles by Mirco De Cet. 

 
Gillian 
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Never give a Farmer a welder..... Home Made Farm Car 

 

When you live on a farm you learn to "make do" with whatever you find in the barn!! 

This is the exact and perfect example of why we save everything. This car has been 
built with all of the junk laying out back in the pile, and under the work bench, and 
stuffed in the rafters. All this guy needed was a little time on his hands. 
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MALE VS. FEMALE LOGIC. 

Woman:  Do you drink Guinness? 

 Man: Yes 
 
Woman: How many a day? 
 
Man: Usually about 3  
 
Woman:  How much do you pay per beer? 
 
Man: $9.00 
 
(This is where it gets scary !) 
 
Woman:  And how long have you been drinking? 
 
Man:  About 20 years, I suppose 
 
Woman:  So a Guinness costs $9 and you have 3 a day which puts your spending 
each month at $810.  In one year, it would be approximately $9855 …correct?  
 
Man:  Correct 
 
Woman:  If in 1 year you spend $9855, not accounting for inflation, the past 20 years 
puts your spending at $197,100, correct?  
 
Man:  Correct 
 
Woman:  Do you know that if you didn’t drink so much Guinness, that money could 
have been put in a step-up interest savings account and after accounting for 
compound interest for the past 20 years, you could have now bought a Ferrari? 
 
Man:  Do you drink Guinness? 
 
Woman:  No 
 
Man:  Where’s your Ferrari? 

 
An elderly man was stopped by the police around 2 a.m. and was asked  
where he was going at that time of night.  
 
The man replied, "I'm on my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the  
effects it has on the human body,  as well as smoking and staying out late."  
 
The officer then asked, "Really? Who's giving that lecture at this time of night?"  
 
The man replied,  
"That would be my wife."  
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An Engineer's Engineer 
 

This is truly remarkable! 
Anybody who has any sense of the dedication to a job done to the nearest level of 
perfection, who sees beauty in such purism of craftsmanship, who can appreciate 
the dedication and love of a person for such an impeccable job, who can relate to the 
ability of a single person to do what Lou has done with after years of dedication, all 
these people must applaud Mr. Louis Chenot for having accomplished such a task. 
A miniature functioning replica 1932 Duesenberg  by Louis Chenot 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No, it's not a real full-size Duesenberg, but rather a beautifully constructed 35" long 
working model made in 1/6 scale. 
Louis Chenot has spent the past ten years building this incredibly detailed 1932 SJ 
Duesenberg LaGrande dual-cowl phaeton. Not only does it look good, but the engine 
runs, the lights work, the top mechanism functions and the transmission and 
driveline are complete. Lou started his research on this project over fifty years ago 
with the purchase of a book and through the following years collected many 
drawings and studied a number of Duesenbergs while they were being restored, 
taking photos and recording dimensions. 
The model weighs about 60 pounds. 
Lou's 40 year career was spent as a mechanical engineer. In the 1960's he spent 7 
years restoring a vintage 1930 Cadillac convertible that was on the show circuit for 
years, but now he prefers to work on smaller projects in the comfort of his home 
shop. 
The bodywork is all metal, not fiberglass.. Lou is not adverse to remaking a part that 
doesn't meet his standards. He started over on the especially difficult brass radiator 
shell nine times. 
Most running models are built at larger scales like 1/3 or 1/4. Working in the smaller 
1/6 scale magnifies the problems caused by miniaturizing certain parts. Remember 
that these scale parts are 1/6 as long, 1/6 as high and 1/6 as deep as real parts, 
making them 1/6 x 1/6 x 1/6 or 1/216th the volume of the original part. By 
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comparison, a 1/3 scale model is 1/27th the volume and a 1/4 scale model is 1/64th 
the volume. Further complicating the prospect of building a running engine at that 
size is the fact that fuel molecules and electricity don't scale. It is very difficult to get 
tiny carburettors and little spark plugs to work like the big ones. Inside the straight 
eight engine are all the correct parts custom machined to scale from steel, cast iron 
and aluminium. Here we see the block and crankshaft at the top. Arrayed below the 
block are the cast iron cylinder sleeves, pistons, wrist pins and assembled 
connecting rods. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The engine has 4 valves per cylinder--32 totals--just like the real one. 
The gears inside the differential will never be seen by anyone, but Lou cut them as 
actual hypoid gears like the real one rather than machining simpler bevel gears. 
Lou was presented with a special Lifetime Achievement award by the  craftsmanship 
museum in 2009. The model was nearing completion but the engine had not yet run. 
Now that the engine runs and the model is completed, Lou has been selected as the 
foundation's "Metalworking Craftsman of the Year." 
The award includes an engraved award medallion and a cheque for $2000.00. Lou is 
the 15th person to receive  this coveted annual award. Because it is likely that this 
could well be the finest running model car ever built in this small a scale, Lou's award 
this year will be presented as the "Craftsman of the Decade."  
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES  

 
Ford (USA) 

 
Henry Ford built his first quadricycle in 1896.  It took his three years to build his 
second one.  He then built a 20hp racer which won a race at Grosse Point in 1901.  
This was enough to create the publicity to enable him to set up the Henry Ford 
Company in 1901.  After three months he abandoned the company which was taken 
over and became Cadillac. 
 
Henry then produced 80hp racers which led to further investors and the creation of 
Ford Motor Company in June 1903.  The first model offered by the company was the 
Model A.  It sold well, making over $30000 profit in 3½ months.  Larger models were 
to follow such as the Model B,C and F.  Attempts at producing upmarket models 
were not as successful. 
 
In October 1908 the Model T was announced.  It was not advanced but the 
revolutionary production techniques made assembly of the vehicles easier and 
cheaper.  This contributed to fine tuning the mass production of the cars and 
increasing production models.  As a result, the cars became even cheaper.  In 14 
years Henry had managed to reduce the price of the Model T form $950 to $290.  
The souring profits enabled Henry to pay his workforce at almost twice the industry 
rate. 
 
In the mid 20’s the market called for comfort and sophistication and the Model T was 
not delivering.  In May 1927 production of the Model T was stopped.  This was 
followed by a seven month break in production while the factories were retooled.  
This led to the production of the Model A.  In later years the V8 model was also 
introduced. 
 
With Henry Ford aging, management of the company was beginning to get fractious.  
Following Henry’s death in 1947 management was led by grandson Henry Ford II.  
He transformed the company from a loss making venture, introducing several new 
models with revolutionary new looks. 
 
The fuel crisis in the 1970’s led to the introduction of the Pinto Compact.  This car 
however had a fatal flaw which led to a multi-million dollar lawsuit.  The recession in 
the early 1980’s combined with this led to radical rationalisation of the company.  
Financial recovery began in the min 1980’s.  By the late 1980’s the company was 
again showing profits. 
 
Cars were developed jointly with the Japanese with larger models still being 
developed in the USA. 
 
From the 21st century a decision was made that the company would produce all 
Fords for worldwide export.  This had the effect of minimising costs per vehicle and 
increasing efficiency.. 
 
This article was written with reference to The Encyclopedia of Cars by Peter 
Henshaw 
Gillian 
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TAILPIECE 
 

Indian Mother 
 
  Mom comes to visit her son Kumar for dinner.....who lives with a girl 
roommate Sunita. During the course of the meal, his mother couldn't help but 
notice how pretty Kumar's roommate was. She had long been suspicious of a  
relationship between the two, and this had only made her more curious. 
  Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she started 
to wonder if there was more between Kumar and his roommate than met the eye. 
  Reading his mom's thoughts, Kumar volunteered, 'I know what you must be 
thinking, but I assure you, Sunita and I are just roommates.' 
  About a week later, Sunita came to Kumar saying, 'Ever since your mother 
came to dinner, I've been unable to find the silver plate. You don't suppose 
she took it, do you?' 
 
Kumar said ,'Well, I doubt it, but I'll email her, just to be sure.' 
 
So he sat down and wrote: 
 
Dear Mother: 
I'm not saying that you 'did' take the silver plate from my house, I'm not 
saying that you 'did not' take the silver plate. But the fact remains that 
it has been missing ever since you were here for dinner. 
Love, Kumar 
 
Several days later, Kumar received an email from his Mother which read 
 
Dear Son: 
I'm not saying that you 'do' sleep with Sunita, and I'm not saying that you 
'do not' sleep with Sunita. But the fact remains that if she was sleeping in 
her OWN bed, she would have found the silver plate by now under the 
pillow... 
Love, 
Mom. 
 
Lesson of the day: 

Don't Lie to Your Mother........... 

 

_____  ______    ___    ________ 
 

Drive Carefully!   See You at the Club.  
________________________________   
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