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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
I am delighted to be able to report that the VSCC is once again coming back to life!
Social events previously banned, (“This is a car club not a social club”) have been
re-instituted with a fair measure of success. Club members who had avoided the
club due to the unpleasant and divisive atmosphere are returning. The candle -light
dinner on Friday 26th April was a congenial, happy, relaxed affair, with no
unnecessary tension to mar the evening. The food was very good, old friends were
welcomed back and new friends were made. Our intention is to continue to
encourage our members to make use of the excellent facilities at the VSCC, to enjoy
their cars and motorcycles, and to enjoy the social aspects of the old car movement.
I think that I can safely say that we are definitely not a “pretty rotten crowd” as we
were described to an outsider not so long ago.
Cars in the Park is on track, our battle with the Msunduzi Council has been won, and
we are currently repairing the fe nces and gates as required in lieu of the rent. This
may cost us more in the short term but the publicity received so far in the Witness
has been of immeasurable value.
Junior Fouche has the work in hand, and the repairs will be finished well in advance
of our timeline. Hopefully this will get us another free plug in the Witness. The
newspaper reports regarding our spat with the council has resulted in a significant
number of new enquires and new exhibitors, especially from the Super Car owners.
They obviously read the papers and appreciate what we have done. So expect to
welcome some very interesting cars in the Super Car marquee on the Oval. There
will be 5 cars in particular, the combined value of which exceeds R10 million!
If the owners of these cars can travel many kilometres to be here there is no excuse
for the VSCC members not to fill our reserved VSCC area.
If you have difficulty with transporting your cars on the Saturday or returning them
home on the Sunday just ask, and we will run a shuttle for those in PMB.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next “Bonnets Up” and then especially at
Cars in the Park on Sunday 19th May.
Happy motoring,

Fred

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net

ON THE COVER
Tim Lewin’s totally original 1957 Austin A35 which was seen at April “Bonnets up ”.

INDEMNIFICATION
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to
Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC
Clubhouse bar and main hall.
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MEMBERSHIP
Subscriptions 2012/2013 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July).
Full Member
Full member plus spouse/partner
Country Member
Country Member plus spouse/partner
Associate Member*
Associate Member plus spouse/partner

R220 including SAVVA fee
R275 including SAVVA fees
R200 including SAVVA fee
R245 including SAVVA fees
R120 excluding SAVVA fee
R160 excluding SAVVA fees

* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion.
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life.
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage *
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail *
Life Member (Associate – Spouse/Partner) *
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *

R60 + R20 SAVVA fees
R20 SAVVA fees
R20 SAVVA fees
Free.

* Awarded at Committee discretion.
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Banking Details: Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club: Bank – Nedbank:
Branch - Hayfields: Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.
REGALIA: The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC
logo, available for sale at R45 each. Shirts are available for sale at R130 each. See the
‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements.
VISITORS: Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar.

CLUB TIMETABLE
Every Friday night: ‘Klink’
May 3 rd . 10th. 17th. 24th. 31st. June 7 th. 14th. 21s t. 28th.
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy
at the Club..
Second Saturday of every month: ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day:
From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for
purchase.
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.
The Library and Spares Department will also be open.
Third Sunday of every Month; Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most
welcome at this run.

(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on
a Sunday
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PAST EVENTS
April

th

Saturday 13 April: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. Orphaned Cars. The
Ford Taunus took the prize for the day.
Sunday 21st April: Regular Club Outing. Replaced by dinner on 26th April.
Sunday 26th April: Friday Night Dinner.
.

COMING VSCC AND OTHER CLUB EVENTS
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events

ITALIC - Depicts other Events

May
Sunday 5 th May: Baynesfield – Music in May
Saturday 11th May: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. No theme
Sunday 19th May: Cars in the Park.
Saturday 11

th

June
June: VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. No theme

Sunday 19th June: Regular Club Outing. To be announced
Sunday 30th June: 1000 Paws Walk for SPCA- Hilton College grounds

Bonnets up Events 2013
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

EUROPEAN CARS
AMERICAN CARS
BRITISH SPORTS CARS
ORPHANED CARS
CARS IN THE PARK
NO THEME
HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE
AGM
MOTORCYCLES
ITALIAN CARS
FORD DAY
NO THEME

Orphaned Cars: Marques that have stopped being produced and their
manufacturing rights are lurking in the bottom of a filing cabinet.
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Members
We have three new members for introduction. They are Janice McKenzie, Roger
Donaldson and Mike van der Pol. Welcome to the VSCC.

Spares Department
We are looking for volunteers to help clean up the spares department. Work parties
will be organized for a week day as well as a weekend to accommodate all those
willing to help. Please contact Johan Viljoen on 072 750 1255 if you are interested in
assisting.
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified.

Hire of Club Hall
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be
completed and handed in. Copies of the form are also available at the Klink.

Vehicles for hire
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such
occasions.
Robin Inggs
Mike Westray
033 386 2593
Robin Phipson
033-345 0061
Saxon Murray.
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)

mikewestray@gmail.com
phipson@wandata.com
tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za

Marshalls meeting
There will be a marshals meeting at the club house on the 8th May at 5.30 for 6pm
Would all those that are on the list please try to attend.
If you have any problems please contact Junior.

SAVVA collector’s vehicle insurance scheme
For Full comprehensive cover
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers
Phone Fax E-mail-

087 736 2222
011 699 0783
madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE
ASSOCIATION

SAVVA Technical Tip 72 – Replacing Brake Fluid
An article in the Sunbeam Club’s newsletter reminded me of the necessity of
replacing brake fluid on a regular basis or at least every two years – something most
of us shy away from because it’s a messy job. We must keep in mind that most of
our older cars have single brake systems and not the dual ones of today. If anything
goes wrong with the single braking system then one is in the proverbial poo! It’s
therefore imperative that we keep these systems in 100% order.
The experts say that brake fluid boils at 290c but when contaminated with water it
will boil at 150c making braking ineffective.
To quote the Sunbeam Club article: “We must keep in mind that brake fluid is
hygroscopic and absorbs water – the water turns to steam under heavy braking and
who wants steam in the braking system”. We must also keep in mind that some of
our older cars weigh a ton or two and capable of fairly high speeds. To stop them we
are relying on some bits of rubber and brake fluid.
Recently I was replacing the brake syste m on a typical English sports car and the
brake fluid that came out was a delicate shade of brown and noticeably full of
condensation. Unfortunately, when it came to dismantling the brake and clutch and
wheel cylinders it was found they were badly corroded and passed their use by date
simply because of the water ingress over the years. The cost of replacing these
cylinders was mind blowing – never mind the work involved. All this would have been
unnecessary if the brake fluid had been changed on a fairly regular basis at a cost of
+/- R20.00 a bottle.
Considering the cost of a bottle of brake fluid - is it worth the risk? We could use the
fact that it’s a two man job replacing the fluid but that’s an excuse and not true
anymore. All the parts shops have “one man” brake/clutch bleeding bottles available
for a few rand.

DON’T FORGET!!!

CARS IN THE PARK
Sunday 19th May 2013
See you there!
Enquiries: Fred 083 360 7020
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AUCTION AT SYLVIAVALE HERITAGE MUSEUM
It’s not often that a museum sells its assets, but this June, the Sylviavale Heritage
Museum based in Vanderbiljpark is planning an exciting auction of vintage, classic
and collectable vehicles as well as automotive memorabilia set to take place on 29
June 2013 at theMuseum’s premises.
According to museum curator Siggi Düvel, “We have a number of significant projects
that we know the museum do not have the ability to restore, and in keeping with our
desire to have exciting vintage vehicles on the road rather than sitting in storage, we
want to give the public the ability to take on these projects and at the same time
raise funds to continue to grow the museum.
There are an incredible variety of vehicles that we will be disposing of, from
convertibles to trucks, all in different states of repair, from barn find to show cars, but
most importantly, every vehicle has a fantastic story to tell.
Some of the notable passenger vehicles in running condition include a 1923 Ford
Model T Tourer, a 1930 Chevrolet Sports Roadster, a 1948 International KB12
Woody, a 1957 Hillman Minx convertible, and a 1958 Wolsley 1500. Future classics
include a 1989 Ford Bronco Eddie Bauer edition, and a 1991 Mercedes Benz 560
SEC.
Sylviavale is not just a collector of passenger cars, b ut also, of trucks and tractors.
For this reason, they have some hard-to-find commercial vehicles in good condition
included in the auction. Buyers will be offered a number of trucks such as a 1937
International Panelvan, a1949 GMC Truck, a 1957 Commer Pick-up, a 1958
International Dreyer drill rig and a 1970International 1300 Pick-up truck.
Tractors in good condition include 1951 Farmall Cub Model B, 1954 Farmall BM,
1954 Farmall M Rowcrop, 1957 John Deere 70, 1957 Deutz 40S.
Various vehicles suitable for restoration or parts include a 1934 Ford Phaeton, a
highly desireable right hand drive 1962 Ford Galaxie convertible, a1926 Dodge
Brothers Tourer, a1948 Buick Sedanette, a 1948 Fleetmaster, a 1960 Sunbeam
Series 1. Commercial vehicles include a 1937 Ford Pick-up, a 1938 Oldsmobile
truck, a 1938 Diamond T truck, a 1942Chevrolet fuel bowser, a 1942 Warde la
France wrecker, a 1946 Ford tipper, a 1951 FordPick-up, a 1955 Albion tipper,a
1957 Mercedes Benz 917 truck, a 1965 AEC 8-wheeler, a1976 Tatra 6x6. Tractors
include a 1936 Oliver 80, a 1942 Ford 2N, a 1950 Hanomag 45, a1951 John Deere
Model B, a 1952 Allis Chalmers WC35, a 1952 Deutz 514, and a 1952Allgaier R20.
Other unique lots on auction will include a restored ox wagon, old plant, workshop
machinery, antique implements, tools, and signage.
According to Shannon Winterstein, of WH Auctioneers, “It’s infrequent to see such
an exciting and eclectic mix of vehicles and in such a variety of condition. We know
this is going to be a great day.”
Watch the Press for further details or contact Siggi: Cell 082 492 5214, Tel (016)
932-2495,email: sylviavale@heritagemuseum.co.za.
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SERVICES
Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis.
The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above
service providers.
•

Tyrewise, contact William Walker for expert advice on all your tyre and
wheel balancing requirements, on 033 342 3566, or call at 341 Berg Street.
Go to his website at www.tyredamage.com

•

Silicon Brake Fluid available at Motorcycle Centre, 265 Berg St. 033-394
6941
o and Race Spares Africa 084 396 0285 Roger Veitch

•

Waterflow Plumbing cc For general plumbing services, clearing blocked
o drains etc. Contact Clinton Hart on 076 194 4185 or 033 - 396 6953

•

New Parts. Ford ignition coils1937-41, 1952 ford stop/tail light lenses,
o Zephyr 1936- 39 rear light lenses, 1951-54 Ford V8 tail light lenses,
o 1959 Ford parking light lenses, Chrome tail light ho using1951/52
Zephyr & Consul.
o Flywheels – A30, Morris Minor, Taunus, Prefect, Anglia, Zephyr.
o Period wheel trims – Simca, Taunus and others. Rings, Fanbelts
1950’s Chrysler.
o Jansen’s Motor Spares (Klerksdorp) 018 462 9121.

•

Durose’s. now at 103 Commercial road, (Chief Albert Luthuli) same phone
033 345 3331. They have a large selection of parts for 50’s & 60’s vehicles.

•

Good weld – Specialised welding; TIG & MIG, Aluminium, Magnesium,
Titanium, Stainless, Cast Iron, Pewter, Etc. Turning, Spline cutting, General
engineering. Run by enthusiasts. 4 Roger de Klerk Place, Mkondeni. Phone,
033 346 1207

•

Bearings & Seals – 424 Greyling St. (Also ‘O’ rings, belts, roller chain etc,)
Contact Dennis on 033-345 7739 or 082 656 4864, who will do his best to
locate items needed, if not in stock.

•

Professional bead blasting with proper glass beads, professional chassis
clean, professional repairs and vacuum pulling/pumping of BMC hydrolastic
suspension units. Contact Robin on 033-3450061, or visit 23 West Street.

Don’t meddle in the affairs of dragons, for you are crunchy and good with ketchup.
Famous last words: What happens if you touch these two wires tog--If at first you don't succeed, skydiving ain't for you.
The good thing about small cars is that you can fit twice as many into a traffic jam.
10

FOR SALE
•

***Ford Cortina 1600 bakkie 1971. R39k onco. Fully serviced. Licensed.
Location Pinetown, New Germany Kzn. Been standing on blocks since 1995.
Reason for sale; not in SA, 2yo baby, I lost 90% eyesight. Brand new from
Kempster Ford; cyl. head (big valves), distributor, sump, rack/pinion, new pistons.
eng. o/hauled, hi lift cam. Wheel cylinders brakes new.# Twin choke weber, new
Bosch alt, (hi-output), elect fan, recon starter, new clutch ass. Prop shaft bal/
univ-joints, wheel brns. Extra leaf spring/ new suspension rubber mounts. 205
rear. S/s exh. Halogen lights. # Small steering, Mazda single seats, canopy, tow
hitch. Reverse light. All offers considered. Please contact by email pat120r@gmail.com. Patrick Barclay

•

*1977 MGB GT. FSH with documented history since 1977. Interior and exterior is
totally original. Includes original radio New tyres. Original Mileage from new - 101
500. Asking R85000. Contact Mark Shoesmith on 082 564 2924. Picture below.

Support yogurt, it's the only culture some people have.
You're just jealous because the voices only talk to ME.
I wish I were a glow worm, a glow worm is never glum, because how could you be
unhappy when the sun shines out your bum?
More people I meet, more I like my dog....
Illiterate? Write for free help.
Minds are like parachutes--they only function when open.
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Bike Chatter
11 New 1975 Norton Commandos Found in Belgium !

A "brand new" 1975 Norton Commando Interstate still in its crate, one of 11
found recently in Belgium
Here's something you don't come across every day: 11 brand new 1975 electric-start
Norton Interstate motorcycles, still in the crate and awaiting final assembly!
The horde of Norton’s came to light recently following the death of the owner of
Motoshop Podevyn i n Aalst , Belgium .
Incredibly, the bikes are just a small part of an even larger collection.
From what we've been able to learn, the owner of Motoshop Podevyn had quite a
reputation for collecting bikes and parts, but he also collected quite a reputation for
being difficult to deal with, many former customers saying he rarely let go of parts or
complete bikes from the huge collection he amassed over the years.
Regardless, collect he did, and we can tell you from looking over the auction bill that
this is going to be an amazing auction, with almost 400 lots being offered.
In addition to the 11 Nortons there's also an ex-Peter Williams Norton-powered
space frame racer, a Rotax-powered 1989 Matchless G80 still in its crate, numerous
standard and customised Nortons, a Triumph T160, Bonnevilles, piles and piles of
wheels and seats, and racks of used and new-old-stock gas tanks.
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Also discovered was this never-assembled 1989 Rotax-powered Matchless G80.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Waterless Coolant
No more rust, no more boiling!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prevents corrosion inside the engine
Prevents hot spots and overheating
Eliminates electrolysis
Boils at 190°c
Freezing point below minus 40°c
Stop cylinder liner cavitation
Eliminates after-boil
Reduces system pressure dramatically
Non-toxic & Eco friendly
Send me an email and I will send you a document
relating to coolant matters in classic cars
Available from:
info@TheClassicCar.co.za
or phone KC on 083 645 1604
www.TheClassicCar.co.za
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BIRTH ORDER OF CHILDREN
1st baby: You begin wearing maternity clothes as soon as your doctor confirms your
pregnancy.
2nd baby: You wear your regular clothes for as long as possible.
3rd baby: Your maternity clothes ARE your regular clothes.
_________________________
Preparing for the Birth:
1st baby: You practice your breathing religiously.
2nd baby: You don't bother because you remember that last time breathing didn't do
a thing.
3rd baby: You ask for an epidural in your eighth month.
_________________________
The Layette:
1st baby: You pre-wash newborn's clothes, color coordinate them, and fold them
neatly in the baby's little bureau.
2nd baby: You check to make sure that the clothes are clean and discard only the
ones with the darkest stains.
3rd baby: Boys can wear pink, can't they?
____________________________
Worries:
1st baby: At the first sign of distress--a whimper, a frown--you pick up the baby.
2nd baby: You pick the baby up when her wails threaten to wake your firstborn.
3rd baby: You teach your three-year-old how to rewind the mechanical swing.
___________________________
Dummy:
1st baby: If the dummy falls on the floor, you put it away until you can go home and
wash and boil it.
2nd baby: When the dummy falls on the floor, you squirt it off with some juice from
the baby's bottle...
3rd baby: You wipe it off on your shirt and pop it back in.
________________________
Nappies:
1st baby: You change your baby's nappy every hour, whether they need it or not.
2nd baby: You change their nappy every two to three hours, if needed.
3rd baby: You try to change their nappy before others start to complain about the
smell or you see it sagging to their knees.
____________________
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Activities:
1st baby: You take your infant to Baby Gymnastics, Baby Swing, and Baby Story
Hour.
2nd baby: You take your infant to Baby Gymnastics.
3rd baby: You take your infant to the supermarket and the dry cleaner.
____________________
Going Out:
1st baby: The first time you leave your baby with a sitter, you call home five times..
2nd baby: Just before you walk out the door, you remember to leave a number
where you can be reached...
3rd baby: You leave instructions for the sitter to call only if she sees blood.
___________________
At Home:
1st baby : You spend a good bit of every day just gazing at the baby.
2nd baby: You spend a bit of everyday watching to be sure your older child isn't
squeezing, poking, or hitting the baby.
3rd baby: You spend a little bit of every day hiding from the children.
_____________________
Swallowing Coins:
1st child: When first child swallows a coin, you rush the child to the hospital and
demand x-rays.
2nd child: When second child swallows a coin, you carefully watch for the coin to
pass.
3rd child: When third child swallows a coin, you deduct it from his pocket money.

If you can read this I have lost my caravan.
My IQ came back negative!
Very funny Scotty. Now beam down my clothes.
The light at the end of the tunnel is the headlight of the oncoming train.
If you understand something today, it must be obsolete.
If you can't learn to do it well, learn to enjoy doing it badly.
Warning: Dates in Calendar are closer than they appear.
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GEARBOX OILS IN VINTAGE CARS
In really old (pre war) vehicles there is no real difference between the gear oil and
the Engine oil. This is a modern distinction brought about by Engine tolerances
needing thinner oils and advanced detergent/dispersant additive packages and
highly complex gearboxes needing Extreme Pressure (EP) additives. This has
meant that the two types of oil have evolved away from each other into two very
distinct and usually incompatible families. When life was simpler all that was
required was a good thick oil to provide lubrication to the Engine and the Gearbox
and the types of oil and chemistry available meant that each was suitable for the
others job. The SAE ratings are confusing as they appear to show a linear set of
thickness’ 10, 20, 30,40,50,90,140 etc but it is important to understand that there are
in fact two different SAE ratings systems. One for Crankcases starts at 0w and goes
0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60. The second rating is for gears and starts at 75,
going 75, 80, 85, 90, 140 then 250. For a reference point a Crankcase 40/50 and a
Gearbox 90 are roughly the same thickness. Given this using an engine oil in the
gearbox no longer sounds so odd.
It’s explained far better by visiting www.bobistheoilguy.com and clicking on the
‘putting the simple into viscosity’ option. Scroll to the bottom and there is a really
useful chart where you can cross reference the ISO and both SAE viscosity ratings.
So if we’ve established that an SAE 40 Engine oil and an SAE 90 Gearbox oil are
about as thick as each other that leaves the issue of additive. In a ‘Straight’ 40
grade oil for a pre war engine there won’t be a great deal of additive of any
description. In a ‘Straight’ 40 Oil for a post war engine there won’t be much extra
either, usually just a little detergent and dispersant to take contamination to the
filtration. Our Heritage Oils contain a lubricity additive but this will improve its
performance as a gear oil if anything. In short these oils contain nothing likely to
impair gear oil performance, are about the right thickness and are a good
mimic/substitute for the originally available 90 grade oils. 140 oils are a bit thicker but
this is mainly in the differentials rather than the gearbox.
Multigrade engine oils such as a 20w40 get their multi-viscosity capabilities from
polymer additives called Viscosity Index Improvers (VII’s) and are associated with
problems in gearboxes and so using a modern type multigrade engine oil in old gear
boxes is not recommended. Conversely modern gear oils use an EP additive which
is Sulphur/Phosphorous (SP) based and this is associated with attacking Yellow and
White metal components in the Gear box (worm gears, phosphor bronze bushes etc)
so gear oils containing this additive should not be used. Many people refer to these
SP free oils as ‘straight’ but this technically refers to any monograde oil (which is why
I used inverted commas above talking about Straight 40 oils). An SP free gear oil
will carry an API rating of GL1. Oils rated GL4 or GL5 (2&3 are obsolete) contain SP
additive and are unsuitable in older gearboxes. An engine oil 40 will not contain SP
additive and is therefore defacto GL1.
I hope this clarifies a few things. Any further questions please get in to uch.
This article is courtesy of The Vintage Oil Company, vintageoil@aim.com.
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THE GUERIN OLDS
This vehicle was bought new in 1948 from Hooper Motors in Durban by Maurice
Guerin. The fog lamps and headlamp visors were also bought as genuine
accessories at the time. The first modification to the car was a Packard gearbox with
overdrive. Maurice was a keen caravaner and made many modifications for towing,
including a water tank in the boot and an auxillary vacuum braking system for the
caravan. In the mid 50’s, when V8 engines became more popular in American cars,
he could see the advantage of extra power and so, in 1958, with the help of his sons,
Brian and Rodney, they bought from a scrapyard a 1955 Studebaker President
engine and gearbox which they then installed in the Oldsmobile.
Maurice died in the early 80’s and I bought the car from Brian in 2006. I know the
car because in the late 60’s I parked my ’48 Pontiac in Smith Street and when I
returned Brian was standing looking at it and told me of his father’s car which I then
went to see at his home. 40 years later, when Brian told me the Olds was for sale, I
couldn’t resist.
The car had been standing since the early ‘80’s and required refurbishing to get it on
the road. This is ongoing, but at least the car is now usable.
Ralph Barnes (Deceased)

“Just as your car runs more smoothly and requires less energy to go faster and
farther when the wheels are in perfect alignment, you perform better when your
thoughts, feelings, emotions, goals, and values are in balance.” Brian Tracy
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES
OLDSMOBILE
In 1897, Olds Motor Works was established by Ransom E. Old. It was based in
Lansing, Michigan in the USA.
By March 1901, there was an entire line of models available for production but a fire
destroyed all the prototypes except the Oldsmodile Curved Dash which was rescued
in time. This model became the first production model for the company. It was the
first high-volume petrol driven car manufacturer and remained the top selling car
company in USA for a number of years. Financial difficulties struck the company
and it was sold to General Motors in 1908.
In 1910 the Limited Touring model was released. It was a prestige model, costing
more than a modest three-bedroomed house. Amongst the options available for the
model was a speedometer and a full glass windscreen, a staple in modern cars.
Four speed semi-automatic transmission was introduced in 1937, being upgraded to
a full automatic transmission in 1940.
During WWII the factory produced materials for the war effort and suspended car
production. It resumed in October 1945.
In 1949 the first true hardtop was introduced. In 1957 competitor’s body designs
were causing the sales of all the General Motors Marques to suffer. A makeover
was done on the models.
Sales soared in the 1970’s and 1980’s reaching an all time high in 1985. By 1976 it
was the third best seller in the United States after Ford and Chevrolet.
After the success of the mid 1980’s increased competition in the car market and
General Motor’s decision to start rebadging other GM cars led to the beginning of its
downfall. Oldmobile was used to test new technology and occasionally was used to
showcase futuristic designs.
The variety of models was phased out at the end of the 1990’s. In December 2000 it
was announced that the Oldsmobile brand was to be phased out completely. The
last car left the production production line on 29 April 2004 and was signed by all of
the Olds assembly line workers.
This article was written with reference to Wikipedia and “The Encyclopedia of Cars”
by Peter Henshaw.
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TAILPIECE

TOAST FOR A SUPER SALESMAN
There’s sawdust in the gearbox,
There is gear-oil in the sump,
A lump of grease as hard as cheese
Packs out the water pump.
The rad. Is full of Neverleak,
The crank is round the bend,
Insulating tape and rubber crepe
From wiling wires depend.
There’s chewing gum around the tank,
Resprayed as good as new,
While on the head’s distorted threads
Are gobs of metal glue.
The perforated Brooklands Can
With laughter loud beguils,
And oval bores have kept the scores
Or ninety thousand miles.
But chromium polish does a lot,
And Brasso does the rest:
If love be blind and fate be kind
Some mug should be impressed.
So up the elbows, hearties all,
And down the hatch it slips;
We toast with grace the whiskered face
That launched a thousand ships.
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Drive Carefully! See You at the Club.
________________________________
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